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The Regular Meeting of the Champion Board of Education was held on 
November 16, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Champion PK8 Building. 
                         
ROLL CALL  Mr. Boyle  Present 
   Mrs. Fisher  Present 
   Mr. Mahan  Present 
   Mr. Pitts  Present 
   Mr. Scher  Present 
 
Also Present: John Grabowski, Superintendent 
   Laurena Rouan, Treasurer 
   Tracy Herrholtz, CHS Principal via Zoom 
   Zac Barson, CHS Assistant Principal via Zoom 
   Heather Campbell, CMS Principal via Zoom 
   Austin Handrych, CMS/CES Assistant Principal via Zoom 
   Ali Nannicola, CES Principal via Zoom 
 

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

II. COMMUNICATIONS FROM AND WELCOME TO THE PUBLIC - President 
Fisher invited public discussion (15 minutes) before voting on agenda items. 
 

III. MINUTES OF THE PRECEDING MEETING: To approve the minutes of 
the regular meeting held October 19, 2020. 
 

20-201 Motion: Mr. Scher   Second: Mr. Pitts 
  The vote: Mr. Boyle absent: Mr. Mahan aye; Mr. Pitts aye; Mr. Scher aye; 

Mrs. Fisher aye. 
President Fisher declares the motion carried. 

 
IV. ADMINISTRATION HIGHLIGHTS 

1. Alexandra Nannicola, Elementary Principal - Building Update 
2. Heather Campbell, Middle School Principal - Building Update 
3. Tracy Herrholtz, High School Principal - Building Update 
4. John Grabowski - Superintendent Update  

 
V. STUDENT RECOGNITIONS 

1. The Champion Board of Education resolves to honor and send 
congratulations to Kaylee Gania, Grade 12, on setting two new 
school records in volleyball. In 2019 she set the season record 
for most digs with 401. In the 2020 season during her senior year 
she set the new school record for most career digs with 943. 
 

20-202 Motion: Mr. Boyle   Second: Mr. Mahan 
  The vote: Mr. Boyle aye; Mr. Mahan aye; Mr. Pitts aye; Mr. Scher aye; 

Mrs. Fisher aye. 
President Fisher declares the motion carried. 
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VI. FINANCIAL 
1. A motion to approve the reports and investments for the month 

of October, 2020 as submitted and explained. 
  

20-203 Motion: Mr. Scher   Second: Mr. Pitts 
  The vote: Mr. Boyle aye; Mr. Mahan aye; Mr. Pitts aye; Mr. Scher aye; 

Mrs. Fisher aye. 
President Fisher declares the motion carried. 

2. A motion to approve the November 2020, Fiscal Year 2021 
Champion Schools five-year forecast as presented. 
 

20-204 Motion: Mr. Boyle   Second: Mr. Scher 
  The vote: Mr. Boyle aye; Mr. Mahan aye; Mr. Pitts aye; Mr. Scher aye; 

Mrs. Fisher aye. 
President Fisher declares the motion carried. 
 

3. A motion to cancel the November 2020 supplemental payment for 
the following individual as the 2020/2021 CMS Cross Country 
team did not have a season. 
 
 Lindsay Willforth  CMS Cross Country Coach 
 

20-205 Motion: Mr. Mahan   Second: Mr. Scher 
  The vote: Mr. Boyle aye; Mr. Mahan aye; Mr. Pitts aye; Mr. Scher aye; 

Mrs. Fisher aye. 
President Fisher declares the motion carried. 

 
4. A motion to approve the following resolution endorsing HB305: 

 
A RESOLUTION TO ENDORSE THE FAIR SCHOOL FUNDING PLAN, 
AS INTRODUCED IN THE SENATE COMPANION BILL TO 
SUBSTITUTE H.B. 305, AND TO ENCOURAGE THE 133RD GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY TO EXPEDITE THE PASSAGE OF THE BILL.  
  

WHEREAS, the Ohio Supreme Court ruled in DeRolph v. State of Ohio 
(1997) that Ohio’s method for funding schools through the state’s school foundation 
program was unconstitutional under Article VI, Section 2 of the Ohio Constitution; 
and 
  

WHEREAS, in DeRolph, the Ohio Supreme Court declared that Ohio’s 
school funding system was over-reliant on local property taxes, and as such, was 
inherently discriminatory to children based on where they reside for disparities exist 
between communities of affluence and impoverishment; and 
  

WHEREAS, since the DeRolph decision, the Ohio General Assembly has 
failed to create a funding system that meets Ohio’s constitutional standard of 
securing “... a thorough and efficient system of common schools throughout the 
state”; and 
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WHEREAS, Ohio’s solution to satisfy the Ohio Supreme Court’s order has 
been to pass a series of biennial budgets containing politically expedient remedies 
that have not eliminated the over-reliance on local property tax or mitigated the 
discriminatory nature inherent in the series of “funding fixes” legislated over the last 
23 years; and 
  

WHEREAS, Ohio’s previous biennial budget crafted by the 132nd Ohio 
General Assembly, and effective July 1, 2018, through June 30, 2019, created a 
funding system with “capped” districts, and districts receiving a minimum level of 
funding referred to as the “guarantee”; and 
  

WHEREAS, the previous biennial budget identified 503 school districts out of 
610, or 82%, either “capped” in their funding, or on the “guarantee,” which is a 
testament that Ohio’s funding model is not effective; and 
  

WHEREAS, Ohio’s current biennial budget crafted by the 133rd General 
Assembly, froze foundation funding for Ohio schools at 2019 fiscal year levels 
(effectively placing all districts on “the guarantee”), which funding levels have 
subsequently been cut due to the economic impact of the Coronavirus pandemic; 
and 
  

WHEREAS, the current school funding system in Ohio lacks a rational basis 
for determining both the cost of educating students and how the funding of 
education is shared between the state and local taxpayers; and 
  

WHEREAS, Representative Robert Cupp (R) and Representative John 
Patterson (D) convened a statewide workgroup, made up of eight practicing school 
district CFO/Treasurers and eight practicing Superintendents (the “Cupp-Patterson 
Workgroup”), to devise a new formula, and recognizing that Ohio needs an overhaul 
to its school funding system, have spent the last three years determining the inputs 
necessary to fund a “thorough and efficient system of common schools” that 
reduces the over-reliance on local property tax and creates equity in the state 
foundation system; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Cupp-Patterson Workgroup carefully analyzed national 
research, best practices, actual Ohio school district spending data, and drew on 
their own extensive experience in educating students and operating school districts 
to make recommendations for a school funding system that meets the needs of all 
Ohio’s students in the 21st century; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Cupp-Patterson Workgroup developed recommendations 
that laid out a rational, transparent, comprehensive and – most of all – fair system 
for funding schools based on the actual cost of providing a basic education for all 
students in Ohio (the “Base Cost”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Cupp-Patterson Workgroup developed a method of sharing 

the funding of the Base Cost between the state and local taxpayers that is easy to 
understand and based on a fair, defensible measure of the capacity to generate 
funds locally; and 
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WHEREAS, the Cupp-Patterson Workgroup identified and provided a 

framework for providing additional resources to meet needs beyond those of basic 
education, including the areas of the social, emotional, safety, and mental health of 
students, the additional challenges driven by students living in poverty, with special 
needs, with limited English proficiency, and who are academically gifted; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Cupp-Patterson Workgroup developed recommendations for 
properly funding Career Technology Centers, Educational Service Centers, and 
Charter and Community schools; and 
  

WHEREAS, based on the research and work outlined above, the Cupp-
Patterson Workgroup produced and recommended the Fair School Funding Plan, 
which was introduced in House Bill (H.B.) 305, and is currently incorporated into 
and improved upon in a companion bill in the Senate, Senate Bill (S.B.) 376; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Ohio General Assembly and the Governor of Ohio have an 
opportunity to devise a funding formula, as outlined in the Fair School Funding Plan, 
that is an investment in Ohio’s children and Ohio’s future. 
  
         NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the 
Champion Local School District, that:             
  
            Section 1.   It is necessary to formally endorse the Fair School Funding 
Plan, as introduced in S.B. 376 of the 133rd General Assembly (the Senate 
companion bill to Substitute H.B. 305), to ensure that K-12 schools in Ohio are 
funded using a rational school funding system that meets the needs of all Ohio’s 
students in the 21st century. 
  
            Section 2.      The Treasurer is authorized to deliver or cause to be delivered 
a certified copy of this Resolution to community leaders; to members of the Ohio 
House of Representatives and the Ohio Senate, including Representative Michael 
J. O’Brien and Senator Sean J. O’Brien; and to the office of Governor Michael 
DeWine. 
  
            Section 3.   This Resolution shall be in full force and effect immediately 
upon its adoption. 
 

20-206 Motion: Mr. Pitts   Second: Mr. Scher 
  The vote: Mr. Boyle aye; Mr. Mahan aye; Mr. Pitts aye; Mr. Scher aye; 

Mrs. Fisher aye. 
President Fisher declares the motion carried. 

 
5. A motion to approve the following resolution requesting 

Trumbull County Auditor certification for the 1.5-mill Permanent 
Improvement renewal levy: 

 
A RESOLUTION DECLARING IT NECESSARY TO RENEW AN EXISTING 1.5-
MILL TAX LEVY FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING FUNDS FOR ADDING TO, 
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RENOVATING, REMODELING, REHABILITATION, FURNISHING AND 
EQUIPPING SCHOOL BUILDINGS FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES AND IMPROVING 
SITES AND REQUESTING THE TRUMBULL COUNTY AUDITOR TO CERTIFY 
THE TOTAL CURRENT TAX VALUATION OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT AND 
THE DOLLAR AMOUNT OF REVENUE THAT WOULD BE GENERATED BY 
THAT RENEWAL LEVY, PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 5705.03 AND 5705.21 OF 
THE REVISED CODE. 
 

WHEREAS, at an election on November 8, 2016, the School District’s voters 
approved the renewal of an existing 1.5-mill ad valorem tax levy in excess of the 
ten-mill limitation for the purpose of providing funds for adding to, renovating, 
remodeling, rehabilitation, furnishing and equipping school buildings for school 
purposes and improving sites, for five years; and 

 
WHEREAS, the authority to levy that 1.5-mill tax expires with the levy on the 

2020 tax list and duplicate for collection in calendar year 2021; and  
 
WHEREAS, this Board finds that the amount of taxes which may be raised 

within the ten-mill limitation by levies on the tax duplicate will be insufficient to 
provide an adequate amount for the necessary requirements of the School District 
and that, in accordance with Section 5705.21 of the Revised Code, it is necessary 
to renew the existing 1.5-mill tax in excess of that limitation for the purpose of 
providing funds for adding to, renovating, remodeling, rehabilitation, furnishing and 
equipping school buildings for school purposes and improving sites, for five years; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 5705.03(B) of the Revised Code, in 

order to submit the question of a tax levy pursuant to Section 5705.21, this Board 
must request that the Trumbull County Auditor certify the (i) total current tax 
valuation of the School District and (ii) dollar amount of revenue that would be 
generated by the levy; and 

 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 5705.03(B), upon receipt of a 

certified copy of a resolution of this Board declaring the necessity of a tax, stating its 
purpose, whether it is an additional levy, a renewal or a replacement of an existing 
tax, or the renewal or replacement of an existing tax with an increase or a decrease, 
the Section of the Revised Code authorizing the submission of the question of the 
tax, the term of years of the tax (or that it is for a continuing period of time), that the 
tax is to be levied upon the entire territory of the School District, the date of the 
election at which the question of the tax shall appear on the ballot, that the ballot 
measure shall be submitted to the entire territory of the School District, the tax year 
in which the tax will first be levied and the calendar year in which it will be first 
collected and each county in which the School District has territory, and requesting 
such certification, the Trumbull County Auditor is to certify the (i) total current tax 
valuation of the School District and (ii) dollar amount of revenue that would be 
generated by the specified number of mills; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of 

Champion Local School District, County of Trumbull, Ohio, that: 
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Section 1. Declaration of Necessity of Tax Levy. This Board finds, 

determines and declares that (i) it is necessary to renew the School District’s 
existing 1.5-mill ad valorem property tax outside of the ten-mill limitation for the 
purpose of providing funds for adding to, renovating, remodeling, rehabilitation, 
furnishing and equipping school buildings for school purposes and improving sites, 
(ii) as authorized by Section 5705.21 of the Revised Code, it intends to submit the 
question of that renewal levy to the electors of the entire territory of the School 
District at an election to be held on May 4, 2021, and (iii) the School District has 
territory only in the County of Trumbull. If approved, that tax will be levied upon the 
entire territory of the School District for five years, commencing in tax year 2021, for 
first collection in calendar year 2022. 

 
Section 2. Request for Certification. This Board requests the Trumbull 

County Auditor to certify to it both (i) the total current tax valuation of the School 
District and (ii) the dollar amount of revenue that would be generated by the 1.5-mill 
renewal levy specified in Section 1. 

 
Section 3. Certification and Delivery of Resolution to the County Auditor. The 

Treasurer is authorized and directed to deliver or cause to be delivered promptly to 
the Trumbull County Auditor a certified copy of this Resolution. 

 
Section 4. Compliance with Open Meeting Requirements. This Board finds 

and determines that all formal actions of this Board and of any of its committees 
concerning and relating to the adoption of this Resolution were taken, and that all 
deliberations of this Board and of any of its committees that resulted in those formal 
actions were held, in meetings open to the public in compliance with the law. 
 

Section 5. Captions and Headings. The captions and headings in this 
Resolution are solely for convenience of reference and in no way define, limit or 
describe the scope or intent of any Sections, subsections, paragraphs, 
subparagraphs or clauses hereof.  

 
Section 6. Effective Date. This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from 

and immediately upon its adoption. 
 

20-207 Motion: Mr. Mahan   Second: Mr. Boyle 
  The vote: Mr. Boyle aye; Mr. Mahan aye; Mr. Pitts aye; Mr. Scher aye; 

Mrs. Fisher aye. 
President Fisher declares the motion carried. 

 
VII. SUPERINTENDENT’S RECOMMENDATIONS - ACTION ITEMS 

A. PERSONNEL 
 

1. Per the recommendation of the Superintendent and Director of 
Facilities to approve the following as substitutes for Food 
Services as shown:  
 

Rebecca Miller   Substitute Cook  



 
 November 16, 2020 

      Page 7 

 
20-208 Motion: Mr. Scher   Second: Mr. Pitts 

  The vote: Mr. Boyle aye; Mr. Mahan abstain; Mr. Pitts aye; Mr. Scher aye; 
Mrs. Fisher aye. 
President Fisher declares the motion carried. 
 

2. Per the recommendation of the Superintendent and Athletic 
Director to hire the following personnel for the supplemental 
positions shown for the 2020/2021 school year. Background 
checks are on file in the board office.   
 
 James Carrino  Track - CHS Boys Assistant Varsity 

Daniel Denman  Basketball Boys JV Coach 
Dale Johnson  Bowling - Varsity Girls Coach 
Emily Metheny  Basketball - 7th Girls Coach 
Josh Phelps   Bowling - Varsity Boys Coach 

 David Whitt   Basketball - Boys Asst. Varsity 
    

20-209 Motion: Mr. Boyle   Second: Mr. Scher 
  The vote: Mr. Boyle aye; Mr. Mahan aye; Mr. Pitts aye; Mr. Scher aye; 

Mrs. Fisher aye. 
President Fisher declares the motion carried. 
 

3. Per the recommendation of the Superintendent and the Director 
of Facilities to  approve the written request of Brent Erb for 
unpaid leave of absence for two (2) days on December 3 and 
December 4, 2020. Mr. Erb will return to work on Monday, 
December 7. 
 

20-210 Motion: Mr. Pitts   Second: Mrs. Fisher 
  The vote: Mr. Boyle aye; Mr. Mahan aye; Mr. Pitts aye; Mr. Scher aye; 

Mrs. Fisher aye. 
President Fisher declares the motion carried. 
 

4. Per the recommendation of the Superintendent, Athletic Director, 
and High School Principal to accept the following: 
 
 Lindsay Willforth  Resignation as 2020/2021 

Bowling - Girls Varsity Coach  
  

Timothy McGlynn  Resignation as 2020/2021 
Football - Head Varsity Coach and 
Football - Physical Fitness Coord.  
 

20-211 Motion: Mr. Mahan   Second: Mr. Boyle 
  The vote: Mr. Boyle aye; Mr. Mahan aye; Mr. Pitts aye; Mr. Scher aye; 

Mrs. Fisher aye. 
President Fisher declares the motion carried. 
 

B. A motion to approve the first reading of updates and revisions to 
existing policies as recommended by NEOLA: 



 
 November 16, 2020 

      Page 8 

 
Policy 6114  Cost Principles - Spending Federal Funds 
Policy 6325  Procurement - Federal Grants/Funds 

 
20-212 Motion: Mr. Scher   Second: Mrs. Fisher 

  The vote: Mr. Boyle aye; Mr. Mahan aye; Mr. Pitts aye; Mr. Scher aye; 
Mrs. Fisher aye. 
President Fisher declares the motion carried. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:  
 
REMINDERS:     
 
The next regular meeting will be Monday, December 14, 2020, at 5:00 p.m. in 
the PK-8 Cafeteria. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 8:00 p.m. 

 
20-213 Motion: Mr. Scher   Second: Mr. Pitts 

  The vote: Mr. Boyle aye; Mr. Mahan aye; Mr. Pitts aye; Mr. Scher aye; 
Mrs. Fisher aye. 
President Fisher declares the motion carried. 

 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Board President 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Treasurer 


